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Dear Sir : 


W HEN I was lately at Edinburgh, you asked my opi- 
nion of a Queſtion then in diſpute among ſundry 
Gentlemen there; Whether the Diſtillery of Scotland was a 
National Profit or Loſs ? 2k 

All T then ventured to ſay, was, I believed it was a Nati- 
onal Profit ; but being from home, could not fully anſwer 
the Queſtion : however, I promiſed that howſoon 1 return- 
ed home, and could ſufficiently inform myſelf of the neceſſa- 
ry Data, I ſhould ſend you my thoughts upon that Subject. 

The Data I have eſtabliſhed, are theſe, viz. _ 

That nearly 50,000 Bolls of Bear is at preſent the con- 
ſumpt of the whole Diſtillery of Scotland. This per the ex- 
ciſe Books. I: 

That 25 Bolls of ſaid Bear uſually produces 252 Gallons, 
== one Ton of proof Spirits ; and conſequently, the total pro- 
duceis nearly 504,000 Gallons Engliſh, == 2,000 Tons. But, 

That a ſkilful London Diſtiller will engage, from a Boll of 
17 Stone Amſterdam (which Scotch Barley and Bear, taken at 
a MAediumthroughout the Kingdom, it is thought, will amount 
to per Boll) to produce 16 Gallons of proof Spirits; conſe- 
quently, 50,000 Bolls, ſkilfully managed, might be made to 
produce 800,000 Gallons, = 3,174 Tons, 152 Gallons 
Engliſh. 3 5 
That the Exciſe of 50, ooo Bolls ter. 
malted, at 18. 6d. per Boll is fer. C. 3750 1.18 

T hat the Exciſe of 524,000 Gallons e 
Whisky diſtilled, at 7d. per Gallon, is 14, 700 

That, by the printed Tables of the Fiars of Mid- Lothian 
for 39 Years, viz. from 1715 to 1753 incluſue, the Medi- 


um Prices were, g cots 

Barley ——-1 ſort, or beſt, — L. 6 16 

een 5.9 
2d, or rough, — 5 4 + 


conſequently, the Medium Price of the whole, was J. 5. 17. 113 
Scots nearly to 7 oO 9 10 erl. per Boll, Lithgow 
Meaſure, of 31 Scots Pints per Firlot. 

That by an Account of Fiars for the City of Aberdeen taken 
for 30 Years, viz, from 1720 to 1749 incluſive, I find the Me- 
din Price was l. O. 10. 5 fterl. per Boll, containing 34 Scots 


Ats per Firlat. 
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(73.2): 

That the Medium Price of Bear in the Town of Afontreſe, 
(which is probably the cheapeſt Market in Scotland, where a- 
ny conſiderable Quantity is to be bought) as appeared by the 
Books of a conſiderable Dealer, taken for 7 Years, 1744 to 
1750 incluſive, was C. F. 3. 4 Scots, =. o. 8. 7] /erl. per 
Boll, of 32 Scots Pints per Firlot. | 

That probably about G/aſgow and the J/eftern Counties, the 
Price of Barley and Bigg, at a Medium may exceed any of 
the above, but in how much I am not ſufficiently informed ; 
however, I believe we are pretty near the Truth, if, for cal- 
culations ſake, we ſuppoſe (take the Kingdom in the gene- 
ral) that the Medium Price of the LithgowBoll is C. 0.10.0 fler. 


per Boll, and that ſaid Boll does at preſent produce 10 #; 
Gallons Proof Spirits ; but by more ſkilful Management, 


might be made to produce 16 Gallons of ſaid Spirits. | 
. By the beſt Intelligence I can procure, (which indeed is no 
worſe than the original Books of the Inporters,) I find, that 
at the Ports of L' Croiſic on the Loire, for Nantes Brandes, 
and at St. Martins in the Iſle of Rez, the Prices for ſeven 


Years were as under, viz. 


; In the Vear | 


all paid in France, {.. 6.3.94 fterl. =23. 5. per Engliſh 
By the ſame Intelligence, the Rotter dam Prices of Brandies, 


er Hbd. of 
| 1749 | It coſt at a Med. 112 32 vertiles= 
50 | — —— 95 | 64 Gallons 
51 | — - I 32 Engliſh 
52 | — - 160 | nearly, 
| 53 -| 136 
54 | - 60 
| 55] —— 8 _  _ 
- "07 ours - | i. e. 7 Ahds. ſaid | 1.763 | = 7. 109 per 
29 time coſt | | | Hhd. at a Med, 


The Mediumexchange of the French Crown of three Livres 
for ſaid Time, has with Charges fully been 314 fer. conſe + 
quently, the Hogſhead ſtood of prime Coſt, C. 4. 15. 42 fler. 
But the royal Duties and ſhipping charges are about Liv. 130 
per Ton, iv. 32. Io. o per Hogſhead, . 1. 8. 54 /ter. 
conſequently, each Hogſhead, for ſaid Time has 5 coſt, 

allon. 


moſtly imported high Proof, from Cette in Languedoc, and 
alterwards daſhed down there; and of their own m_— 
| HICD 


13 
Dutch Gin, (for I don't include Collen Gin which comes 
much higher) for ten Years paſt, have been as under, viz. 


Brandy per 2 Gm per Jar. 
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Eb inſpeRtion into my own American Redet for the 

Vears 17 3 7, when I refided there, and dealt a little in 
Leeward 2 Rum, I find that then the loweſt prooſed Bar- 
badoes came at 10 d. per Gallon Sterling. The higheſt proof- 
ed St. Kitt's at 18 d. per Gallon ; twixt which two extremes, 
or about 14 d. Sterling per Gallon, all of the Leeward Hand 
produce then run at. 

French Martinico, and Dutch 88 1 (both bad) 
might then have been bought at about 8 d. per; and Lhave 


been informed ſometimes Nm 
A 2 | The 
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13 The Spaniſh Inhabitants of America diſtill little but for 
Ft their own uſe, which they rectify very high in ſmall earthen 
3J Stills; it is excecding ſtrong, often a little Still-burnt, and 
= comes drarer, then by taſting 1 thought it deferved : With 
1 this, theſe Caſſilianos under the line, undiluted waſh down an 
J — Olio of Pepperpot ; and when they thus dine, which I have 
3. | been well informed many of them do, you'll think them 
þ | fit to ſup with Mr, Pawel the Fire-eater, or rather with the 
* Inhabitants of a yet warmer Region. 1 
ö | Jamaica Rum is ſurely the beſt Spirit of America, (Barba> 
1 does and Martinico Citron excepted, ſuch of it I mean as the 
| | Engliſb and French Ladies diſtill themſelves for 2 aſe, that 

+ | indeed I believe is the moſt delicious Poiſon on Earth) and 
=_ - let Jamaica Merchants talk of very high Prices given for 

| Rums of an imaginary ſuperior Quality and Flavour, (ſuch as I 
11 lately taſted at your Lodgings) but if the Spirit be ſtrong, and 
[| have no bad taſte, I am of opinion that the Nut-7a/te and the 
4 agreeable Flavour may eaſily be added after Importation; and 
: | ſuch a Spirit as I mean, may, I believe, at this time be had 


| in Jamaica for 3 5. Currency flerl. or about 2 s. /terl. per Gal- 
F lon. Leeward Iſland Rums may be altered in Quality and 
Þ | Price ſince the 'T'ime I mention, and what they are at preſent 
bh 5 I do not know. \ | n 
1 There yet remains another produce of the American Stills, 
3] commonly known by the Name of New-England or Rhode- 
1 and Rum; but ſurely our Legiſſators, either in the Laws of 
the Cuftoms or Exciſe, never meant this Spirit when they uſ- 
ed the word Rum, It is drawn from Part Maloſſes, the 
Kimmings of Boilers, the bildge Water of Sugar and Kum load 
Ships, Ground Indian Corn, &c. mixed up with ſome Rum 
| of the higheſt Still-burnt Hogoo : This is an evil Spirit 
AI indeed, a Compound of more then ſeven Devils!“ | 
3 'However, when imported, it is very proper to mix up 
* Engliſb Brandies with, to be ſold to the Ignorant at a low 
Price, under the Name of Rum; and thus cooked, it will 
make the uſers as drunk, and as ſich, as any Spirit whatſoe- 
ver. N 1 
Arrack of Batavia, ſometimes coſts in Halland, 10 s. fler. 
per Gallon, and of Gaa, it is ſometimes ſold in Liſbon, at 3 36. 
MAIS ot en ee i 88 
Thus you have all the common Spirits I know, with their 
reſpective Prices, brought in Contraſt with our own Scotch 
—_—  : e 
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By inſpection into the Books of one of the moſt conſidera- 
ble Dealers in Corn in the Place where I preſently live, and 
taking the Medium Prices of all he purchaſed in the reſpective 


_ Years under-mentioned (as I above ſaid) with his Medium 


ſales annexed, I found them as under; for ſince 1750, there 
has been no conſiderable Export, except this preſent Spring, 


* 


of which no ſales are as yet received. | 
b | Scots. C100 F970 


** _ 


am TTY 


From this J. 5. 3s. the Medium produce, 6d. per Boll ought 
to be deducted as a reaſonable Freight to any of the Ports of 
Norway, Sweden, Hamburgh, &c. which reduces the Price 
when conſidered as a National produce to l. 4 17s. per Boll. 
But when conſidered by the Merchant as his private gain, he 


has to add to this, 225d. fer. the Bounty he receives for the 
exportation of each Boll of 32 Scotch Pints per Firlot; which, 


Freight being paid as above, augments his real produce to 
I. 5. 19 f. 64. per Boll, and conſequently the Merchant men- 
tioned, had at leaft, 16s. 2d. Scots of Profit at a Medium, u- 
pon each Boll he dealt in and exported, as above, in faid ſe- 
ven Years. The above goes upon the ſuppoſition that equal 
Quantities were bought and exported in each reſpective Year; 
but as it is probable, that the greater Quantity would be ex- 
ported in theſe Years wherein it gives the beſt Price abroad, 


his Profit upon the whole may a littte exceed the above cal- - 


culation, and but a little, as it is a Commodity that will not 
long keep up for a Market. FO 5 
As all the Data neceſſary to the anſwering the pro- 


poſed Question, are eſtabliſned by information pretty certain, 
let us now for the clearer conception of it, and ws anſwer, 


ſuppoſe one genera! Difliller, and one general Corn-morchant 


and Foreign- Spirit Dealer for the whole Kingdom. Let 
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Loet Albert B ung be the general Di/iiller for Scotland, an 
C harles D ealer be the general Corn-merchant ; and at the 
ſame Time, a ſucceſsful Smuggler : one who never falls into 
the Hands of the Harpies of the Revenue, as theſe worthy 
Gentlemen are pleaſed to call us, ® 5 | 
Albert buys up 50,000 Bolls of Bear in different Parts of 
the Kingdom, which at a Medium colts him J. 25,000 fferl. 
This, his unexperienced Servants malts, (altho', by the bye, 
believe they are under no neceſſity to malt it all, as Part 
of it would diſtil perhaps as well unmalted, but I ſuppoſe 
them not able Artiſts) and then they diſtil it into no more 


than 504000 Gallons of Whisky, worth 25. 8d. er. per 


Gallon, with permit: I ſuppoſe Mr. Bung a conſcientious 
Dealer with all Men, even with Cæſar, and that he pays the 
laſt penny of Exciſe ; and thus 1 ſtate his Account. 
{Diſtillery Dr. Sterl. Pr. contra "Cr Sterl. 5 
Prime coſt of | {. | s. | 4. By groſs ſales done} s. 4 
Bear ——[25,000] —|—| of 504,000] | 
Malt Duty -] 3,750] —|— | galls. whis-| - 14 
| Exciſe on (pi: | LI... ſold at 

rits —— 14,700 —{—| 25. 8d. per 
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Ball. for the |. | Galloa j67,283!6'8 
charges of la-] $ FP 1 [| 
bour & profit. ] 23,833] 6] ] 1 
. 67,283[ 618 _ £- 167,28316]8| 
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By doing thus, Albert is under no fear of his Servants turn- 
ing N neither is he any ways obliged to wink at 
their Neglect, Intemperance or Knavery, by which Articles I 
have heard ſome Diſtillers, have loſt more the one way than 
they ever ſaved the other; and conſequently he has, at leaſt 
needs have, no embezzlement of his Liquors, &c. 1 
How much of this laſt Sum may be the real Charges of la- 
bour, and how much of it may be rationally eſteemed the 
neat Profit, you can much better judge than I can. May we 
not for Albert's ſake, ſuppoſe „. G, ooo at leaſt, being not full 
10 per Cent, upon the Sum dealt in. However, poſſeſſed of 


this moderate gain, honeſt Mr. Bung ſleeps ſound with a 


quiet Conſcience, diſturbed neither with . /nuggling Vigils, 
nor fears of the Nicł-· Court; neither is he under any neceſſi- 


8. 


TS 
ty of paying ſervile Duties to any of the neighbouring Juſti- 
ces. Mr. White/taff the Exciſe-man and he, live together in 


rear Harmony, and, once a Month perhaps, crack a friendly 


ottle together, 


Honeſt Albert dies at laſt, and Charles the Merchant, he 
undertakes to ſupply the Country with better Drink from 


France and Frogland. He boldly tells the landed Gentleman, 


be in no pain about the ſale of your Farms; you ſhall ſuf- 


fer nothing by the death of Bung and all his Poſterity : 
P11 buy up your 50,000 Bolls of Bear at a good Price, as 


we can agree, and I'll export it for you. Your Honour ſhall 
drink right Jamaica, from our own Colonies, upon Holi- 


days, a Sneaker of true Batavia, My Lady ſhall have ſome 


right Nantz, and Hab the Miller ſhall never want a Cup of 
genuine Gin, all at reaſonable Rates. For the Bear theſe 


1 -d Diſtilleries conſume, will well clear all. prime 
| Coſt Scores abroad, and encourage our own Navigation, 
for you know I always wiſhed well to my Country; on- 


ly let all Hands ſtand by, and aſſiſt me effectually to 


bilk theſe Dogs of the Cyfoms and Exuſe ; which if you 
do, we ſhall drink and be merry: you ſhall never want 


Money, and a Fig for their d nd I biſey and the 
Laws.” . | 


Now, let us ſee how Gharles will be able to perform this 


promiſe. And the better to enable him to do it, I'll ſuppoſe 


that none of his Goods are ever ſeized, but that ſometimes 


his Ceggs will be breached, and ſometimes quite Holen a- 


way, I believe neither he nor we will ever be able to 


prevent. For unluckily, the Men who are ſurely the fitteſt 


to aſſiſt on theſe Occaſions, ſhould be ſuch as have eyery 


Trace of natural as well as of revealed Religion quite oblite- 


rate, elſe they are not throughly qualified to obviate ſome 
Rubs that may come in their way; and in ſuch Hands, with 
a proper Opportunity, I am apt to think the Ankers are in 
ſome Danger. 77 855 
However, to ſupply the loſs of the 504,000 Gallons I biſ⸗ 
ky, we ſhall ſuppoſe, Charles the firſt Year Imports, 
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4,000 2 Arrack, medium price, See 
per Gallon 


| £0,000 


64. 1 is — | 
80, ooo] Rum vid Holland at 20 gls. per An- 
| | aſſure you the Dutch Merchant 
| will make him pay 1 


3 N Rent. &c. 9 — U 
o, ooo French Brandy at 23. Ly on a 
64. pers, 

| 50,000} De via Holland at 28. 3. 4 a me . 


Gin for the lower People at 
17. 3 d. per Gallon, is 


N 


504,000 Gallons imported, which coſt a- 
j | | broad fe 


But i in order to make up the full Number of 
Gallons for ſale, at leaſt g more of each 
+ fort muſt be bought abroad, to anſwer 
the common leakage and embenadement : 
and I fancy this won't be eſteemed an o- 
ver calculation by ſuch as know any 
thing of this Trade. This Tenth muſt 
coſt 
Aboue 50, 400 g pences muſt be paid 
for che tranſportation of ſo many Ankers 
from France and Holland in the Groſs — 
Shipping Charges, &c. we ſhall call 8d. per 


7 


There yet remains the running · charges, in 


order to place the above in ſome tolera- 


ble ſafety, although it cannot be placed 


in ſuch ſafety as old Albert's M hiſty was, 
while there is one honeſt Exciſe- man in 


Commiſſion in the Nation. I hope, Charles 


Rum from Jamaica directly at 40 | 


© |} ker, or 44 d. per Gallon; for I 


and his Brethren will not be offended, or 


A 


10 


1 


0 0 8 


Brought forward 
ſay I do their Scheme any Inj uſtice, when 


I calculate this Charge at 164. per Anker | 
If they do, their own Accounts, | 


more. 
(if they keep any, ) will convince them of 


the truth of my aſſertion. Now this comes 


to J. 3, 333. 6. 8. But as this is ſpent (as 
ſay they) upon a ſet of honeſt, Country 


ds, I ſhall not include it in my calcula- | 


tion : however, can't miſs obſerving that 
while theſe labouring Hands and Cattle 


are employed this Way, they mightbeem- | 


ployed in ſomething better ; and conſe- 


quently, ſo much value of their labour is 


loſt to their Country. The above Sum 
being the coſt of the Drink, let us inquire 
how it is paid ? If by the Bear, 
Alas ! Charless 50,000 Bolls when ſold a- 
broad, produces at a Medium, in which I 
have included three Years of extraordina- 
ry Sales, only the ſum of 
So that to pay this drink, h 
of the other Commodities, or rather, out of 
the Caſb of his Country, the ſad Ballance 


Charles and his Advocates muſt drop this 


higher Scheme, for really it won't do : 
Let us now ſuppoſe, that he imports only 
for Dram-drinkers and the loweſt of the 
People, whom Hhi/kty would have ſerved 


fully as well; and, ſuppoſe his Importati- 


ons to be Brandy and Gin, half and 
| Now, | 8 


252, ooo Gallons Brandy, at the Medium 


2 of 26 d. 


| per Gallon, coſts X 
| | $2,000 do, Gin at the med, of 17. 34. Per g. 


= PRI 


e muſt raiſe out | 


col, ooo 


100 


es rs 


ö 


„ 
Add, 45 more, for Leakage, Ce. as above -] 4,546 
Freight of 50, 400 Ankers, as above — 3-333 
Shipping Charges, c. as above — 1,666 
Total Coft, the running Charges not includ- — 


ed, muſt be 
But the 50,000 Bolls Bear produced only, ——— 
as above TT 20, 108 


There yet remains a woful Ballance againſt 


5550110 


the Country, of 34903 


Which Ballance, Pm afraid, comes heavy 
upon its Guineas and Crown Pieces, for 
neither French nor Dutch will take Britiſh 
Linen Companies Notes, nor indeed any 

other Species of our Paper. As we took a, 
dark View of Albert's Profits, let us now | 
make ſome gueſs at Charles's ; or, what 
is the Tax he lays upon his fellow Sub- 
jects? It is an eſtabliſhed Rule, at leaſt. 
be- north Tay, that for all bulky ſmuggled 
Goods, at the leaſt half a Crown per Gil- 
der muſt be paid, (and as much more as 
the Seller can get): It really is little e- 
nough, all Riſques and Charges conſider “ 
ed: This is 8 d. upon 22 d. prime Coſt, 
conſequently J. 51, 225 worth of Liquors, 
as per the firſt Scheme, muſt ſell at J. 18, 
628. 3 s. advanced Price, which make the 
total ſales to amount to 


L 55501 111 


69,853 


Now with Charges until unload, they coſt ——— 
him | — — 61,347 
And although I did not ſtate the running] | 
Charges in making up his Account againſt. 
his Country, yet certainly J muſt ſtate] 
them in making up the Account with him- 
ſelf, becauſe the labouring Aſſiſtants muſt] 
certainly be paid, in one ſhape or other, 
and that will coſt, as above. ———— 
Reman of neat Profit to Charles qua Smug- 
; 2 ex —ů—ů—ů— ä (D— 


— — — 
— — 
» x 


4 A 


©, 
8 10 


N. [4 » - 
Tre x 2 8 1 Re £ 51 a” me P 8 
N Ss OPER. TOTS, LON 
On, POO POR UE TO 


Lark” at 5 $ r p 3 
1 Mb, > b W n en "OY td * 1 
L . * : by * 2 wann N Wan $36 
D n 
* 


* FE ——_—  ' 


( 
A Profit, which no Man, who conſiders ſeriouſly his 
"Riſques, will envy him for. The reaſon of his Conduct the 
facetious Horace gave long ago. | 


Impiger extremos curris mercator ad Indos, 
Per mare pauperiem fugiens, per ſaxa, per ignes. 


Anglict. 
© Through Rocks, Exciſemen, Perjury and Seas. 


If we ſhall ſuppoſe g of the above ſeized, or ſome caſual 
additional Charges incurred, ſuch as E q- I ——y:ls, 
additional Norway Freights, hiring Knights of the P=—r, 
for there is not a Fiſher-man upon all the Coaſt, but who is 
"perfectly well acquainted with Samuel Butler's Commentary 
upon the 3d Command, i. e. Not to take the Name of the 
Lord in Vain. If all theſe be caſt into the Account, it is 
eaſy to ſee where the Ballance will lie. 
I had almoſt forgot that Charles, gud Corn- merchant, upon 
the exportation of 50,000 Bolls Bear, of 32 Scots Pints per 
Firlot, had received a national Bounty of 2 5. 6 d. per Quar- 
—_ 36, 353 Quarters, 5 Buſhel:, Wincheſter. 
. ) 6, . e | 5 | 
1 Fe. 9: o. + Sterling of Publick Money, and, in or- 
der to pay him this, I fancy J. 5,000 Sterling at leaſt muſt 
be levied in ſome Tax or other from his Fellow-dubjects. 
For no Tax-gatherers in this, or in any other Country or 
Syſtem of Government, that ever was, or ever will be, will 
collect and pay Publick Money for nothing; even the Land- 
tax, the eaſieſt collected of any of them, although it comes 
neat into the Hands of the General Receiver, yet Collectors, 
Clerks, &c. are paid by their Country, perhaps in moſt Coun- 
ties about 5 per Cent. and all other Taxes in this Country 
are, and mult be, collected at a much greater Proportion of 
Charge. Indeed ſome are of Opinion, (and perhaps they 
have Reaſon for it) that by means of Corn debentures the Land- 
tax is rather a nominal than a real one, becauſe ſay they in 
ſundry Years it is paying a. Million out of the landed Gentle- 
mens 1ight-fide Pocket, and drawing in much the ſame Sum 
into the left. Some part of which muſt neceſlarily, ſtick to 


the Fingers through which it paſſes. But this apart. And, 


As we have taken a view of this Pr/lion. politically, 
let us now view it phyſecally and morally. In 
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In the firſt of which lights, I believe all ſober Phyſicians 
will agree with their eſteemed Brethren, Sydenhamand Cheyne, 
that Of all Spirits internally uſed, the weakeſt are the beſt, 
For this Reaſon, our own JYVhi/ty, after it has undergone the 
Jaſt daſh of the Retailer, is certainly among the weakeſt of a- 
ny kind called by the Name of Spirits ; and to moſt People, 
being almoſt as unpalatable as Gin, upon both Accounts it 
certainly deſerves the preference. The Surgeon in his dreſ- 
ſings, and the Apothecary in compounding his Medicines, 
may ſtill uſe a little rectified Brandy, (Duties paid) for a lit- 
tle will ſerve them both; and I heartily wiſh it was never to 
be had from any other Hands. | 

Let us now view this Subject in a moral Light, and not- 
withſtanding of what Lord B——hke and ſome other Gen- 
tlemen (who give themſelves no trouble practically to un- 
derſtand the Subject they write upon, and whoſe ſpeculative 
Capacities do not ſeem much to exceed the common Size) 


| have ſaid, let us, I ſay, ſuppoſe Albert and Charles both 


defunct, and ſtandipg their Trials at the Bar of Minos, 
both Criminals, but not equally ſo. 

Altert pleads, I had the misfortune to be born in an Iren 
Age, at a Time when my debauched Countrymen would 
have Poiſon at any Rate, and [ ſerved them with my home- 
brew'd at the cheapeſt : I in ſome meaſure prevented them 
from ſending the little Money they had, to enrich the Kinge. 
dm of the moſt potent Enemy of their Religion and Liber- 
ies, inſtead of which, by paying J. 18, 450 Sterling yearly, 
into the Hands of the Governors of my Country, I enabled 
them to pay nearly a couple of Regiments of Foot for its 
Defence ; and when my Sons ſhall have learn'd their Trade 
better, they will be better able to pay /. 27,500 per Annum 
upon the ſame conſumpt of the Fruits of the Earth. It is true 
I dealt in Poiſon, for I mean to give the Court no Trouble, 
fo honeſtly acknowledge it, and having retained my Integri- 
ty now to the laſt ; I Thall only beg to take Notice, that TI 
was a convenient, nay a neceſſary, Evil at the worſt ; and 


Hnally, I caſt myſelf upon your Worſhip's Mercy. 


Charles's Indictment was long and a bloody one; he had 
not only dealt in Poiſon, but in A foreign and more deadly 
Lind of it, and in doing of which he bad annually raiſed a 
Tax upon his Fellow Subject s of 1. 5,000 of publick Money 


at leaſt, at a Medium; and J. 5,172 65. 4 d. out of the 


Pockets of bis Private Friends: He had ſtript bis Country 
ſome 


(63 
ſome Years of 1, 40,000 Sterling Value of its Commodities or 


Caſh In his leaſt guilty Years, of about J. 35,000, great 


Part of which he had ſent in hard Caſh to enrich its Enemits. 

He had poiſoned downright a great Number of poor In- 
duſtrious Fiſher-men and Porters, many more than old AI- 
bert He had hackney'd a great Number of otherwiſe honeſt 
Tars, Fiſhers, Carters, Porters, &c. in the damnable Sin of 
Perjury : And finally, had been greatly inſtrumental in pro- 
moting the Intereſts of Falſhood and Deceit amongſt thoſe 


of his own Size, and the Intereſts of Irreligion and Vice in 


eneral amongſt the lower Part of his Fellow dulject . No 
Par of which would deny. 

Charles in great Perplexity applied to his old Friend Mr. 
„the Advocate, who had ſundry Times touched his 
Te above : He, in a ſtrain of unuſual H—-y, told him 
that all the Arguments he had 2 7740 uſed to perplex a 
Jury with, in the E r C b——r would 
go for nothing here; that he was afraid it might go hard 
with him, and that truly his was an uphill Cauſe ; that his 
own Trial was not yet over, which gave him ſome Con- 
cern, for upon a re-conſideration finding his own Defence a 
little knotty, he was not at leiſure to think of anothers; ſo 
that Charles was obliged to confeſs the Indictment, which 
Judge Minos had found relevant, Oc. 

Albert's Caſe was adjourned to be taken ad Aviſandum, 
but the G/s of an old E— r Jury, who were 
that Day on Duty, and to whom Charles could have no ex- 
ception, as they had ſundry Times acquit him above, and 
bore him no prepenſe Malice; even they, I'm informed, 
could not now avoid doing him Juſtice : Without going out 
of Court he was caſt, and poor Culprit was ordered to file 
off to the Left, But while I am moralizing, 

- —— Cyntheus aurem 
Vellit et admonuit,——— Virs. 

So ſhall leave any further Reflections of this Nature to be 
made by a Lord Hervey, or a Dr. Sherloch. Vide Debates of 
the Lords upon the Gin Act, Gent. Mag. 1743, Page 564, &c. 

And, the only deſign of the above is to caſt ſome Light 
upon the propoſed Subject, to ſhow it as it truly appears to. 
me. I ſhall be much pleaſed if you will favour me with an 
Objections that ſhall be made to any Part of it, either by 
Nane or others, which, I hope, I ſhall be able to obviate. 

I moſt reſpecifully am, & c. 
— , 34 May, 1755. | Dear 
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Dear Sir: 


* 


J Was lately favoured. with yours of the r5th inſtant, by 


which I find that all the ObjeCtions yet made to my Cal- 


culations are theſe, | ; 
Firſt, L had charged Rum from Jamaica at 2 5. 6 d. per 


Gallon, when at ſame Time I ſaid it might be procured at 


35. Currency, or about 2 5. Sterling. I did ſo, without tak- 
ing Notice that I meant the other 6 d. per Gallon, as Ja- 
maica Charges, over and above what is paid the Planter, 
viz. Freight, Primage, Ic. and ] believe that ſuch who have 


dealt that Way will ſay that J have rather under than over- 


calculate that Article. 

Secondly, That I have charged the Grain outwards to the 
Ports of Norway, Sweden, &c. with a Freight: Really I 
could not in Juſtice do otherwiſe, but I made it a very mo- 
derate one; for all the dealers in Norwegian Wood, Swediſh 
Iron, &:, inform me that if they make little out, they can 
make as little home, by theſe Commodities, (and if they did, 
theſe Goods would come ſo much dearer to their Country) 
for no Sailors can at preſent be found who will ſerve without 
both Meat and Mages. I grant a Merchant, Dealer in the 
Silks, Cottons, Teas, &c. of India, Vid Gottenburgh, may agree 
with a Corn-merchant for a very eaſy Freight outwards, in- 
tending to throw the Charges of a ſucceſsful Voyage upon 
the more valuable Returns: But this Trade (although leſs 
deſtructive than the Brandy one) yet I doubt, if upon ſtrict 


Arial, it will be found beneficial to the Country. 


Thirdly, The Freight homewards, ſay the Objectors, is 
like the running Charges ſpent amongſt ourſelves, and finds 
Bread (and Drink too) to an uſeful Body of Men, our own 


brave Sailors. Well, I have granted them one Favour, with 


a note that it was ſuch, and now they plead a right to have 
two; but to this I anſwer, firſt, it is no material Part of the 
Diſpute whether it be yielded or not: That at preſent ſuch 


of our Sailors as are truly brave, have, or are like to have, 


a brave opportunity of ſignalizing it in the public Service 
of their Country : Many, who are not ſo, might be uſeſully 
employed in trenching Parts of the many Moors, with 
which it is overſpread ; and thus make Conqueſts, which 
are in no Danger of being yielded up by Treaty : Burt. if 
ſuch a preciſe Number ot them muſt be always kept at Sea, 


let them be employed in Admiral Vernon's Herring Project, 
: | 0 
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Governor Dobbs' North-Weſt Paſſage, or in any other Bubble 
leſs pernicious than Brandy Smuggling. ag 

Since T firſt wrote you, I am informed by another very 
conſiderable Merchant, who in the Time limited, to my 
Knowledge, ſent his Barley to the Market of Spain, Portu - 
gal, &c. who aſſures me that his Sales at a Medium did not 
turn out quite 6 5. 2 d. per Boll, inſtead of 8 s. 1 d. as I have 


calculate them. Upon that Suppoſition, which I believe is 


a true one, you may calculate the great additional national 
Detriment of that Trade, which ſome have not only under- 
taken to defend, but even to cry up, as a beneficial one, to 
their Country, I mean the Barter of Bear for Brandy, 


6 : 3 22d May, { am, &c, 
1755. 
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